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At the outset, the delegation of Egypt would like to congratulate the Chairman and vice-Chairman on their election at this important meeting.


Egypt fully believes that development in all its forms is the sole strategic path for enhancing the prosperity of our people. Intellectual property, as an important component of development due to its contribution to human creativity, and scientific and technological progress, is not and should not be an exception from this path.

Therefore, if intellectual property is not approached in a comprehensive developmental manner, which addresses the wider national policy objectives of member states, the difference in their level of development, and the legitimate public interests, then the concept of intellectual property in various frameworks, including the multilateral arena, would still lack an essential component and a main objective.


To this end, Egypt was keen to participate in cosponsoring the proposal which has provided the proper basis for this meeting, as well as the additional document submitted by the Group of Friends of Development. This clearly reflects the determination of our delegation to participate effectively in creating a constructive process among member states, aiming at stimulating and enriching the developmental aspects of intellectual property in all of WIPO’s activities.

In this context, this delegation supports the statement made by our distinguished colleague from Morocco, on behalf of the African Group, in which the Group welcomed this significant process to which it attaches considerable importance.

Mr. Chairman,


Allow us to reaffirm two important issues of priority to this delegation at the current stage of the process.


First, the need to refrain from adopting a narrow vision on the issue of intellectual property and development. It is essential for all parties concerned to understand that promoting the developmental aspect of intellectual property by no means should be limited to quantitative and qualitative improvements of technical assistance and capacity building, whether provided by the International Bureau of WIPO or other relevant international organizations or donor countries.

However, this does not undermine the significance of technical assistance in the context of development. In this respect, we welcome and appreciate the ongoing positive cooperation between Egypt and WIPO, and look forward to further enhance it in the future. On the other hand, there is a need to renovate WIPO’s methodology in providing its technical assistance, in order for the latter to serve as a positive and effective component in the achievement of the national policy objectives of the developing and least developed countries. This will not be attained unless such assistance is provided on a clearer basis of transparency and coherence. In addition, it should effectively address means to maximize the benefits of the developing and least developed countries from the rights and flexibilities provided to them in the relevant multilateral agreements.

In this context and as highlighted in the statement of the African Group, we welcome the content of paragraph 3 of the communiqué from the Working group of Industrialized Nations on Intellectual Property and Development in Munich last month, which has clearly reflected the need to go beyond issues of technical assistance in order to deepen the understanding on the relationship between intellectual property and economic, social and cultural development.
As we support this concept and repeatedly called for it, we hope it would be fully operationalized to enable us all to view and approach the issue of intellectual property and development in its comprehensive context, so that the increase in technical assistance does not become what developing countries receive in return of adhering to higher intellectual property standards, particularly if the impact of such standards exceeds what any technical assistance could address.


 Secondly, norms-setting activities in WIPO which increases the layers of intellectual property protection is not an exception from the issue of development, particularly in light of the impact of several intellectual property agreements which have imposed various restrictions on the abilities of many developing and least developed countries to utilize intellectual property as an effective tool for development.


Therefore, Egypt, through this meeting, reiterates its call to all parties concerned to place the developmental aspect in the core of any WIPO norms-setting activities. This would not be materialized unless several elements contained in the proposals submitted by the Group of friends of Development are incorporated in these activities. For example, all norms-setting in WIPO should be based on a cost-benefit analysis related to sustainable development objectives, access to knowledge, and the full utilization of the existing flexibilities for the developing countries in the relevant multilateral agreements; the availability of consensus among member states to initiate negotiations on any new norms-setting; and the full operationalization of the member-driven nature of WIPO.

Mr. Chairman,


The proposals submitted by the Group of Friends of Development does not seek to address situations and concerns which might occur in WIPO, but which have and still occurring. Therefore, we hope that these proposals would trigger constructive and in-depth discussions among member states in order to contribute towards the preservation of the credibility of the multilateral framework of intellectual property and its prospects for development.


Mr. Chairman,


Our delegation joins the statement of the African Group in welcoming the member states which have contributed to this process through submitting other proposals on development, namely Mexico, the United Kingdom and the United States. The US paper is the only document which my capital had adequate time to examine, and we look forward to commenting on the other proposals at a later stage.


In this context, we welcome the US proposal to establish a WIPO Partnership Program and we consider it further enriching this process. We believe that attaining its desired objectives would effectively contribute towards promoting one important pillar of development in intellectual property, which is technical assistance and capacity building. In this respect, we look forward to participate constructively with the member states in order to consider the proper means for activating this proposal in the most fruitful manner, not only in relation to its value-added as an enhancement of WIPO technical assistance activities, but its contribution towards the digital and technological development in the developing countries.

However, it is important to underline our disagreement with some of the elements tackled in the introductory part of the US proposal, in which we have clear and strong positions, particularly those related to the role of WIPO in development and its objectives as a UN Specialized Agency. With no intention to repeat our well known positions in this regard, we would like to reaffirm that our objective is not to change the mandate of WIPO in order to become a development organization. As a UN Specialized Agency, WIPO is already expected to carry out its mandate within the UN developmental goals. This would be essential in order for this organization not to be viewed as a machine which has no objective but to produce high standards of intellectual property protection, some of which are at the expense of the public interest, while its developmental role is only limited to technical assistance.
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