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PROMOTING RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

I am speaking on behalf the 25 European Union Member States and the accession countries Bulgaria and Romania

General points

1. In terms of devoting resources to research on health needs of developing countries (para 6 1st and 2nd bullet points), the European Union is a considerable funder of both research and development and development aid activities, including through the EU research framework programmes described in our statements yesterday.

2. Therefore, we are interested of a balanced approach between funding of research on technology and other development and health needs, effective and transparent use of existing funds, coherence between R&D and development aid policies, innovative mechanisms to promote innovation and of improved coordination between global actors. A global forum linked with the WHO might be useful in achieving these objectives but we need more information before considering such a commitment.

Balancing technology and other health research needs (2.1)

3. In terms of health research and development budgets and bullet point 1 in para 6 of the Elements document, our challenge is not merely to divide current resources more thinly. Research and development on products must not divert resources from either health systems research or poverty reduction. 

Transparent and efficient use of public funds (2.1.)

4. Furthermore on bullet point 1 in para 6while the EU is prepared to allocate funding for health problems disproportionally affecting developing countries, we wish to emphasise that allocation of public funds as part of health and development aid budgets needs to be based on transparent and efficient mechanisms and broad dissemination of the results. 

Policy coherence for development t (2.2.)

5. In relation to bullet point 2 of para 6 of the Elements document, we would like to repeat our commitment to coherence across policies and policy coherence for development. Therefore, supporting national health research programmes in developing countries needs to be further negotiated in the context of overall development cooperation and broader research cooperation priorities.

Inter-agency coordination (2.3. 2.4. and 2.5)

6. We would suggest that, in relation to action points on promotion of discovery science and early state research (bullet point 4 and 5 in para 6 in the Elements document), the WHO secretariat should, in cooperation with other relevant international agencies, gather information on mechanisms to promote research and to address current problems of promoting research serving health needs, including early stage drug research. This could be the topic of one specific session in one of the future IGWG meetings so as to provide adequate guiding for further decisions.

Innovative support to innovation (2.4. and 2.5. continuation from the above) 

7. Further on, with regard to bullet points 4 and 5 in para 6, the global plan of action should also include mechanisms to promote innovation and research. The working group should seek and explore innovative mechanisms to enhance research and innovation in the context of the current international legal framework. 

Assessing the costs of the coordinating forum 

8. Finally, with respect to the proposal in bullet point 3 of para 6 the WHO secretariat should provide for the next meeting of the IGWG a proposal on funding arrangements and an estimate of the proposed costs of any global forum for coordination and sharing of information in the area as well as relationship of this forum to other global actors and forums on health research. 

