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From the EU Presidency 4.12.2006


IGWG ON PUBLIC HEALTH, INNOVATION AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY


EU STATEMENT Final version
AGENDA ITEM 2.3 GENERAL STATEMENTS

1. I am speaking on behalf of the European Union and its 25 Member States

2. Without ruling out other potential evidence and data based elements, the EU sees the document on ‘Elements of a global strategy and plan of action’ as a good starting point for discussion. However, prioritisation of actions is clearly needed, while evaluating their technical and political feasibility. 

3. We particularly welcome the approach of the ‘Elements’ document to focus on issues that can be primarily implemented by the WHO and the Member States. This should be the overarching emphasis of the IGWG. The WHO work needs to be strengthened also in technical cooperation for essential drugs and traditional medicine, including support to developing countries in incorporating the TRIPS flexibilities to their national legislation and using them to increase access to medicines.
4. At this point, we would wish to raise a few issues of a general nature. 

a. The work of the IGWG and the focus of the global action plan need to be driven by health needs and health policy priorities of developing countries. 

b. The support to the research and development on new products, compounds and technologies — the overall aim being their adequate, rational and cost-effective use — needs to be linked with the research and development on health systems. 
c. Public/private partnerships must get proper attention, too. The EU already supports a number of public/private partnerships devoted to the development of new essential drugs and research tools. 
d. We would also like to refer to the collaboration of the Dutch EU Presidency with the WHO on a Report with focus on Priority Medicines for Europe and the World, and the need to recognise commitments made in the context of policy coherence for development.
e. It is also essential to draw attention to the more general development needs with respect to support to production facilities, health systems organisation and procurement, which are required to ensure access to existing effective pharmaceuticals. 

f. The EU recognises the importance of common interests and interdependency in health issues between countries, in particular to combat the spread of communicable diseases and to develop new products to prevent a possible outbreak. If one country fails, we will all be vulnerable. 
g. Lastly, we would like to remind of the resolution 59.24 request to Director-General to ‘continue to issue public health based research and development reports’. This should be clearly reflected in the Plan of Action.
5. Let me finish by saying that the EU aims to contribute actively to the work of the IGWG. 
6. Our participation will reflect the engagement of the EU in its long-term support to tackle HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria, and our commitments towards affordable pharmaceutical products, regulatory capacity and the research and development of new tools and interventions, in particular neglected diseases as defined by the WHO, for which there is no treatment. 
