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Bangkok 29 Nov. 2006 :
The Thai Ministry of Public Health has bowed to pressure from HIV/AIDS lobbyists and NGOs and has agreed to issue a 5 year compulsory licence (CL) for the anti retro viral drug, Efavirenz commonly used in first line treatment for HIV. US Pharmaceutical company, Merck, currently holds a patent on Efavirenz in Thailand making this medication expensive and prohibiting the Government Pharmaceutical Organisation (GPO) from producing a generic version. This decision from the new military regime has been made despite years of unsuccessfully lobbying past governments.
This announcement comes after tireless work and lobbying from the Thai Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS (TNP+) and other HIV/AIDS activists to advocate for the government to utilise the flexibilities granted them in the World Trade Organisation’s TRIPS agreement. The National Health Security Office has also formed a committee dedicated to investigating the possibility of issuing a CL. The CL will allow the Thai government to import a generic version of Efavirenz from abroad until the GPO is able to produce its own generic version saving the Public Health System millions of baht a year. 

This ground breaking decision sets an important precedent for the issuing of CL for other desperately needed but costly medication for other chronic diseases such as kidney disease and cancer.
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