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Abbott Labs Must Stop Attacks on Thai People With AIDS

Protests Planned 26th & 27th in DC, Chicago, Austin, Worcester, and Around the World

More Info: www.abbottsgreed.com
Activists today decried Abbott Laboratories’ abusive refusal to sell medicines to people living with HIV/AIDS in Thailand and announced plans to protest at offices across the country on April 26th & 27th around Abbott’s shareholder meeting set for Friday near Chicago. Under pressure from activists, Abbott recently offered to re-introduce the drugs if Thailand gives up the right to import generic medicines—a deal activists called “blackmail.”

Over the next week across the U.S. there will be:

· Demonstrations at Abbott offices

· Panels and teach-ins featuring people living with HIV and activists from Thailand, here to educate the public and decision-makers.
They will be joined by simultaneous actions in Europe, Africa, and Asia.
These actions come in response to Abbott's decision to withdraw seven lifesaving drugs from Thailand. Abbott's move was an unprecedented retaliation against Thailand for issuing a compulsory license, in order to allow low-cost generic production of Kaletra (lopinavir+ritonavir), an important AIDS medication. Thailand's actions were completely consistent with its international trade obligations; nevertheless, Abbott is refusing to sell medicines to people in Thailand. Among the drugs that were awaiting marketing approval and have now been withdrawn from Thailand is the heat-stable formulation of Kaletra (also known as Aluvia) which is essential in a country with a tropical climate like Thailand. 

”What Abbott has done is not only against Thailand but against the entire world.  It is completely immoral to withdraw drugs from a country whose government has exercised an entirely legal act of trying to ensure access to medicines to people living with AIDS,” said Jon Ungphakorn, executive secretary of the board of AIDS ACCESS Foundation, currently on a tour of the US to raise this issue along with the chairman of the Thai Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS.  
(Call 202.486.2488 to schedule an interview with Thai activists).


AIDS is a leading cause of death in Thailand, where 1 in 100 adults is HIV positive. Thailand's internationally lauded universal AIDS treatment program has been possible because generic competition has reduced drug costs. However, increasing numbers of people with HIV in Thailand are becoming resistant to first-line HIV treatment, and need access to newer, more expensive second-line medicines. According to the World Bank, the high costs of second-line drugs like Abbott's Kaletra threaten the sustainability of Thailand's AIDS treatment program. Skyrocketing drug costs, and Abbott's refusal to negotiate an affordable price, led the Thai government to issue a compulsory license. 

As a result of ongoing pressure on Abbott, including pressure from generic competition as a result of the Thai government's compulsory license, Abbott announced a 55% price reduction for some countries for heat-stable Kaletra--a drop from $2200 to $1000. As long as Abbott refuses to register the drug, Thailand is excluded from this deal. 
“This compulsory license worked and pushed Abbott to cut the price of an important drug. However, until Abbott stops bullying Thailand, the benefit of this price cut will be irrelevant to Thai people with AIDS,” said Grant Gordon of the Student Global AIDS Campaign at the University of Chicago. “We will continue to stand in solidarity with people living with HIV and AIDS in Thailand and around the world in calling for Universal Access to affordable AIDS medicines.”

Abbott's retaliation against Thailand is consistent with the company's ongoing refusal to increase access to Kaletra at affordable prices. Activists are demanding that Abbott: make Kaletra available throughout the world; commit to further price reductions; agree not to patent the drug in developing countries; issue non-exclusive voluntary licenses to generic companies; and immediately develop and market a pediatric formulation of Kaletra. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACTIONS: 

CHICAGO: Friday, April 27: 11:00 am CST, 435 N. Michigan Ave. Massive die-in and demonstration with activists from Chicago and Thailand protesting Abbott’s withdrawal of drugs from Thailand. Contact: Chris Curry, 630-408-9618

NEW YORK: Thursday, April 26: Activist from ActUP NY and Student Global AIDS Campaign will demonstrate in downtown Manhattan. Contact: Aaron Boyle, 917-621-6667.
WORCESTER, MA: Thursday, April 26: 1:00 pm EST, 100 Research Dr (next to UMASS Med School), Worcester, MA.  Activists march to the Abbott Laboratories office in an attempt to fill a prescription for Kaletra for Thai people living with AIDS.
Contacts: Brook Baker, 617-373-3217; Mehgan Gallagher, 860-933-2238


WASHINGTON, DC: Friday, April 27: 11:00 am EST, 1399 New York Ave NW, Picket at the Abbott Office, Contact: Landon Manjikian, 310-804-6379

AUSTIN: Activists will demonstrate with a giant vacuum representing Abbott’s attempts to suck medicines and money out of Thailand; Abbott Spine Center, 5301 Riata Park Court 
Contact: Heather Mitchell, 512-299-4405


Events will also happen in Salem OR, Chapel Hill NC, and other communities across the US.
In addition, activists from Thailand including Senator Jon Ungphakorn, Wirat Purahong and Usasinee Rewthong from the Thai Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS  will be in the country and available for interview. Call 202.486.2488 to schedule an interview.
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