
Pfizer,,hit for bid to'
sto:pdrug import

pnofpstnns wielding
placarde.  belonging t_1r
consrt r ter  and.  labor
gxbups staged i.".ily qlr
Friday on Ayala Aveiuer.
Makati City; to ilenounce'
the nove. of,.a mqltinqi..
tional compairy to. stop
the-,goverqri.rb.nt from
impo i t i ng  chegp  bu t
quality medicines.

Meinbdrs ofthe Citizens'

"q, l i iancJ for  Consumer
Poqer; Katipunan ng.,mgd
Samahang .Manggagziwa,
;A.ssoeiation, -of, Demo-cratic
Labor Organizat ions _and
Mabisang Gainbt parh pa
Mamamayen held a rally in
fr onttofPfizef offi bes on AvSla
Life-FGU edntei to protgst
the pharmaceirtical cqm-
pany's lawsui t  ove4 the
importation of :amlodipine

besylate, the ingredient that 
'

is used for manufacture of
aht i -hypertb.nsive diugs

. 6uch as' Pfizei's Norv€isc.

. 
:"lYhy id it. that drqgs

soldhere are more expensive
than those in India dnd
Pakistari," said Angei Men-
do ' za ,  t h6  p ro tes te r s '
SDOI(eSman, l' 

The.'protestefs sough a
'dialozue with Pfi2er officials
' .  i , -  . . .  ;
led by lts presldenl lley r!.

.Bacarro,.but security guards'-
at the bujldingprevented them
from dntering the fim's irffi bes.

Mbndoza added they also
fully support the Ptrilippine
Internaiional Trafi ng Corp.
(PTtrO) and the.Bureau of
Fbod and Drugs (BFAD), the
two respondents in the case
frled by Pfizer in a Makati
court.

^ ^ ;  ,  r  r  r  , i '' . y.ltzet nao as.Keo rne
:,Ma)<ati Re gionalTrial Court,"
t o . i s s u b  a  t e m - p o r q r y
r€straining order thatwould'
enjoin PITC from .making,'

usirig or offering for sale oi
'distribution 

any amlodipine.
besylate product. .

' '..t,IlU.cnarrnan ano pre-
sident Roberto Pagdanganan'said 

thdy h4ve not marketed'
anj  amlodipine be6ylate
producL In the co-u-utry and
has repeatedly informe{
Pfizer that thtj agenty Khs nb
intention ofdoing so r.intil the
Pfizer patbnt exPires onJune
13 ,2007 .  :

Norvasc. is sold at the
local rnarket aLprices 65PVa.
and 7507p .lrigher tharl in
IndiA. .The $rug is  pr iegd
here at  P+4.75 per 5 rbg
tablef  and P7457'pei  L0
mg ' tablet .  The saqre
me.dic.ine ib sold byrPfizer'in
India under thd br'and name
Amlogard at the eQuivalent
of  P5.98 per.5 mg tablet  4nd
P8.96. .per 10 mg tablct .
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