e Inocenc said.
3 He revealed that four 0.
C ‘ rcitizensaredying.
ing ‘the prices of. ofhypert nsion weekly.
‘diugs, includingthose for
hypertensxon, stressmg Pfizer, Inc.;a multinational
atth Vlngh ‘costisone ~company, to stop the govern-
ons.many ‘old ment, partlcularlythe state-

tional Trading Corp. (PITC),
from importing Norvasc, a
“drug for the treatment of
hypertension, and reselling
“itat verymuchlowerpnce
: . halip na tulungan
ng..gobyerno para

tanggamotna

He'cntlcxzed the move of:

owned Philippine Interna- °

icineis sold by Pfize inIn
under the brand name.
logard at the equivalent o
P5.98 per bmg tablet and
P8.96 per 10mg tablet.
i)wugh Norvase and
Amlogard arebothmadeby

.Pfizer, the corpany sellsthe

medicinein the Philippines
‘at prices which are 650 per-

s .centand 780 percent higher

the Makati Regional .

al Courtfor alleged patent
gement. He said the

dahil gumagawang paraan“ 1
g com; anyknows itthat

:gobyerno; natin para

bumabaangpresyonggamotf millions of seniorcitizensand .
. middle- aged persons;could’

kararmhan—sa mata-.
; nahlhxrapan sa-

not .afford the. hlgh cost of

than:in:India for the 5mg
and 10mg’ tablets, respec-
tively.:

7 .This is the reason why" :
PITC plans: to import the .

'same Pfizer brand of medi-

PITC'to import Norvasc so
that the drug ¢ould become
,aﬁ"ordable tomany people,

: ‘natawagna parallel impor-

- -whodirécted PITC to under-
take parallelunportatlon for |

“the EuropeanUnion, to bring

Nagpapasalamat. din
a.mlkay Pre51dente Arroyo
pinayagan niya yung ti-

ion nig gamot,” Kagawad
Pineda of Bulacan

It was Presuient Arroyo

medicines asa: v1ab1e option..
to reduce the rising ¢ost, of’
drugsinthe country and pro-

vide the masses with access

to affordable medicines.

It was learned that par-
allel importation is a pro-
gram adopted by many coun-
tries, including Japan and

in: lower-priced . medicines

fromothercountries: .

Jcme from Ind1a when the
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