
Bd*$rf$sk*it4r

@, E D l : r nl R': l  AL t r

The'PITC's PurPoser waslo
haye' i t  tested and regiSterea
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rdtlb drugs
llllJE ibsue Jor,mgsqFiiipinos in the
-[. Pfizer and the Phl,lipiiine InternaL Pliler ahd, the.Philipf2ine Intt

IPITC) isnoi intgllectual'piop- i
erty rights.but thb high cost of
prescr ibt ion drugs.' 

On Murqh 1'Piizer sued the
PiTC. and the Bi-rJeau 'of ,Foqd ,

ahd Dlugs (!FAD)'for Petent
infrineernent.

The:PIT,C had brought lin
f rorn Pakistan a handfu!  of-
p. i l ls .  knoWn as ani loPidine'
besvla te, marketid locallY un-
clei'the brand name Noivasc

; ; ' ; ;  ;FA; ; ' ; ; ; ; ; ; ; ;  ror  the dav in:zool  when

Piizer's patent for.it eipires Norvaso+s 4inainteriance cliug

for  hypei tensionthat  many people.use;  I is  Cont i r iued avai l -

abi l i [v  at  af fordable pr ices is  therefore; important
Noivasc is  not  cheip.  The pr ice of  the 5 m$ pi l l  isP44 75;

the.10 me tablet  costs P74.57 eacl- r .  In India the'sanle 'n ied. i .
c ine (unier  a d i f fereni  brand rrame) reta i ls  in pesos fbrP5 98

and P8.95,  resPect ivelY.
We do not  f ind i t  unreasonable for  the PITC to PrePare

for  the t ime i r ,hen i t  could ask Iocal  manufacturers- i r ic lud '
ing Pfrzer- to produce a Sener ic vers ion thai  could be sold

more che. lPlY.
This proie is takes at  Ieast  18 months.  I f  the PITC wai ted

for  pat 'ent  expiry on june 13,  2007, before act ing,  Pf izer
' "vould have.  ihaI  much.more t ime to ke.ep on sel l ing the
of f -patent  Norvasc

A'ccordins to uhe PICT. ihe arnua. l  sales oi  \on asc Lr
2OO5 rvere P: t . :85 bi l lon,  '  gro]vu1g at  3*.5 percent ."  Pfrzer,
theiefore,  stood to ' l lose" over P2 bi l l ion in 18 months-or,
put  another wa, cor lsumers of  the di r . rg woul 'd have saved
-  - ^ ^ r  - - - !  ^ ,  ! L ^ ,  - - ^ , , . . !
d  S u u q  P d r  

(  u L  L r t d l  d t l l u u l  r r .

The pr ic ing pol ic ies of  phannaceut ical  companies 'are a
deep  sec re t .  No  one  has  been  ab le  t o  exp la i n  why  t he re ' s
such a wide di f ference between the pr ice of  Norvasc in the
lndian and Phi l ippiLre markets.

In an exchange in the pages ol  Sctence betw,een Dr.  W.
Ross Tracey of  Pf ize: : 's .Department of  Ca4diovascular  and
Metabolic Diseases ahd Dr. Jerry AvoiSr of Harvard Medi-
cal  School ,  Dr.  Tracey stressed that  Pf izer 's  pr i r rc ipal  a im
in pr ic ing i ts  druBs.wad.to iecbver wi th in.20,years ( the ef-
fpcf ive npr iod of  a narent \ .  the costs of  .R&D and the USv ,  H  

r e  
r !  r ,  ! / /

Food and Drug Administra l ion 's requirement of  a Iengthi
test inB and review procedure,

Dr.  Avorn,  short  of  accusing the pharmaceut icpl  indus-
t ry of  predarory.pr ic ing,  said that  despi lq j l t fere@d prof-
its of the last decade, Irhey] have not 

l_e;n!$iigp{ry.w{ed 
into

tne exPecteo reruI l ls  In new Orug PrqOuctsr :""  "
Most  of  the ' income, he.said,  was spent on advert is ing

and  m : r ke t i ng  and  on  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  " r ne  t oo "  d rugs
r . r l l p p  1 f r 2 r 1  n r  n p w  ^ r  i n n 1 6 y g 6 1  9 n g 5 .

Developing countr ies l ike the Phi l ippines that  i r re unable
to underrake therr  own R&D and test ing procedure5 heve
to resol t  to schemes such as paral le l  impoi iat ion (br inging

-in.lower-priced drugs from othel coun[rids'); targited ieni
sumer subsid ies,  or  making gener ic vergions of  of f -patent

.mbdrt i r res to put  the pr iqe of-esserr t ia l  drugs wi t i r in, reacfr .
T \e  P ITC .  r t  mns f  hp  sa id .  i s  c i r ve r i nc  no t  nn l v  i he  r r ; g l -- " ' J  " ' - " "

lectual  property issue but  a lso the t rade issue.  Both the
,-World Trade Organizat ion (WTO) and the \Vor ld Heai th
Organizat ion.(WHO) recognize the "pr i rnac) '  of  nat iorra l
interest  inr  publ ic  heal th."
'  On1y 30 percent  of  Fi l ip inos,  according tb the WHO, c.rn
af lord prescr ipt ion dr !g5.  Secretary Rober lo Pagdahganan,
the pr ,esident  of  the PITC,,said that  drug.companies i ike
l l f izer-r 'Fhould:"review their  present pr ic ing structuieS so
that  medt i ihes, ,suqh as.  Norvasc,  can be madg avai ldble at
l a r ^ , o r  t h i n  e r i r o r r r  n r i n a c

' n  r i a * F r s  o f  h p a l i h  r r - o f i  t  i s  n o t  . r l l .  W e  s u s g e s l  t h a t  P I r z e r- ^ ' . y : . ' . v  . . . ^  ' . . " " . i b o - " '  ' . . * . .  ^ .

withdrarv i is  c iv i l  case and al iorv BFAD regisnat ion under
the Bblar provision that perinits "early-rvcii ing,exception.'"
. {n tl'rib way Pf.rzer, a lorr$tinie pattner bf the cguntry, can
\ , . - - -  i r "  - - , , . . h t o  r o ^ , , , . , ; ^ a  i l l i a c t .  ,  .  . ,  :i , i .^ l  " '
{.'
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