_late,” marketed here by Pfizer
“N¢ orvasc "used for the treat-

g ’blood pressure)
: Say ‘what you will about this
| cute administration of Gloriaet-
. ‘ta, butat least it wants to cut the
" prize  of ' that particular
| medicine by almost 90 percent
i as.soon-as possrble That s, as

| soon as'the Pfizer patent for the‘ v

med1c1ne exp1res in June ‘next
© year. ‘
‘The' government firm PITC
: (Phllrppmel rnational Trad-
.| "ing Corp: 'ow_.pre‘paring for
| the "importation of a much
| cheaper ‘version of the drug
 starting June:2007.
44 “No- way,” Pfizer said, as it
~asks the court t0, Stop such a
‘ gstrategrc-’ move,of this cute-ad-
make it pay
for-dam-

Itis called “amlodrpme besy-v ‘

than 700 percen ‘more the
say, India. :
Again, that’s more thafi- 700

percent * higher. ‘Pfizer must .

think that we all~did not even
finish grade school in-this coun-
try. Or.that maybe we are still a
US colony or something!

'That's why PITC officially

told Pfizer that it would import .

the same Pfizer brand of
medicide from India, but not
until the patent would have ex-
pired in-June 2007.

To speed up the process, PITC

' has already submittéd samples
to the Bureau of “Food and °

Drugs, shorting the process by
18 months. 7
In other words, as soon as the
Pfizer patent expires, the drug
would be available ‘here at
prices some 90 percent cheaper

Hurriedly, Pfizer ran to.the . mor
“courtin Makatr,seekrngaTRO o

; ‘whole wide -'world,

: food——much

% probably
next only to the'United States. -
* Get - this, Pfizer guys:. Some

15 ‘percent of Flhpmos live ‘in

extreme poverty ,mphasrs on,

':the word: EXTREME'

e
THAT means mrlhons upon mil-
lions “of. jbreathmg human be-

medrcine,, prr'ce
higher than in otherc

And do you know!
more  the poor Filipino: must

“fork out‘_to Pfizer, say, if the. \

".the: easy toaget

ugh the TRO ‘

Uh-oh, how easy is it'to geta .

P TRO agam nowadays? .

* ok K

NOW it is up to the court. Ic can-
not pretend to know about the
,patent law. I leave that to the

toco".. este, the lawyers.
But as a‘citizen and consumer

~ed version,

: are—wrll -"have' been- duped to
‘cournitry, I register here,. :
the Pflzer court

P2.39 bllhon ;

Since the price Iocally is 700
percent hlgher than the import-
the - poor * Fil-
ipinos—-already sick ds - they -

just ‘like“Viagra. It’s"not a -

+ well, “recreational” pilll -

18 s‘notas_rf“Norvasc is only_.,: :
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