
/Sdon assails pfizer
for'bladcrnail'

THE vice chairmrn of the Howe Com-
mltlet on Health called on Filipinoo
on Monday to boycott all proiucts
of Pfizet in protest against the pbar_
maceutical giant's dleged "blaclcnail"
0t tie governrnent over the lafterrs
pJanned importation of cheapermedi_
cinee from India.

Lalae Rep. Fetnejel Biron of lloilo
grilcizod Pfizer for filing charges
before the Makati Court agirrst lhe
P_hilippirrc Intcrnetional Tra-dinr Corp
(PITC) and thc Burcau of Fool ani
Prugs 

(BFAD) over pITC'e plau to
import medicines, especialry tte ind_
hypertensive drug Norvasc,

^.. 
Norvarc ic belng_manufactured by

rnz€r, but it was selling the medicinl
rn.rhe counrry at an exkemely higb
pri-ce-compared with the drrrgrs pri-ce
in India.

'lrnaglne 
a govemment of sover-

eign sate beiog harassed and intimi_
dated by a mere prirate corporation
sorng. buriness and raking in mil_
uons lit profits inside its territory?"
Blron said.

- "Thts is bladonail in rcs worst
fomr," Biron satd. The t"*."f<., is
thc mais euthor of abill thatproposes
to r€gulatc tlre prices of drugs i;1 the
qoultry. The bil is now onits way to
second reading

Pfizer's patmt for Norvasc ends
next year,lrompting the plTC tci fllc
tor an-early application for registra_

1oij9. same generic drug Eefore
P: BF4P Ta * autlorif tJimpor t
it rrom India and sell it at half oi its
prevailing price, R, A(lls.a

Businegs Mirror
M a y  1 5 ,  2 0 0 5

i


