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information note

A.
Date and venue of the Twentieth Session
The Twentieth Ordinary Session of the Hague Conference on Private International Law since 1893 will be held from 14 to 30 June 2005, in The Hague, at the Chamber of Commerce, Koningskade 30.

The Opening Session will take place on Tuesday 14 June at 10.00 a.m. at the Chamber of Commerce and will be followed after a short break by the Plenary Session, which will establish two Commissions. Following the Plenary, Commission II will immediately hold its first working session. (Commission I will meet on 17 June, afternoon and possibly on 18 June, afternoon.)

B.
Reception and registration of participants
Registration of participants will take place at the Information Desk at the Chamber of Commerce on the 2nd floor starting at 9.00 a.m on Tuesday 14 June.

C.
Agenda
The following subjects appear on the agenda of the Twentieth session:

-
Draft Convention on Exclusive Choice of Court Agreements, and 

-
General affairs and policy of the Conference.

D.
Organisation of the work
Two Commissions shall be formed in accordance with the subjects on the agenda:


Commission I - General Affairs
Commission II – Exclusive Choice of Court Agreements

These Commissions will not sit simultaneously. It is possible, however, that certain Working Groups established by Commission II might meet at the same time as Commission I.

Commission I - General Affairs will sit on the afternoon of 17 and 18 June 2005.

Participation in the meetings of Commission I on General Affairs and Policy of the Conference is restricted to representatives of the Member States of the Conference and those international organisations which have been invited.

Commission II – Exclusive Choice of Court Agreements will sit from 14 to 16 June and 20 to 29 June 2005, as well as in the mornings of 17 and 18 June 2005.

./.
A detailed agenda for the whole Twentieth Session is attached to this document.

Participants may address the meetings in either French or English, the working languages of the Conference. Their remarks will be simultaneously interpreted and reproduced verbatim in the language spoken as minutes of the meetings, drawn up in a mixed French and English version.

In accordance with the tradition of the ordinary Sessions of the Conference, the documents emanating from the delegations will not as a rule be translated by the Secretariat, which does not have a translation department. However, documents emanating from the Chair, from the Drafting Committee and from the Secretariat will be distributed in French and English.

E.
Documentation
./.
Annexed to this Note is a list of the preliminary documents relevant to each of the subject matters mentioned under C above which have either been prepared or are currently under preparation. The documents already published have been sent directly to the National Organs of the Member States.

All these documents are available on the website of the Hague Conference: < www.hcch.net > under "Work in progress".

F.
Receptions and excursion
Since the programme of receptions and of the excursion has been in part already set, the following dates should be noted:

Tuesday 14 June 2005
Opening Ceremony at the Chamber of Commerce (10.00 a.m.) in the presence of the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

Friday 17 June 2005
Soirée du Président 


(Opera “Pelléas et Mélisande”, Claude Debussy, at Lucent Danstheater)

Monday 20 June 2005
Reception hosted by Germany


Thursday 23 June 2005
Reception given by the Secretary General

Sunday 26 June 2005
Excursion for the day (Krölller Müller Museum, Otterlo. A detailed programme will be distributed to participants) 

Tuesday 28 June 2005
Closing dinner 

Thursday 30 June 2005
Closing ceremony and signing of the Final Act in the Great Hall of Justice of the Peace Palace in the presence of the Diplomatic Representatives of the Member States

(Persons accompanying the delegates and observers are invited to the excursion and the reception of the Secretary General, as well as to the Closing ceremony.)
G.
Reservation of hotel rooms
It is important that the participants make their hotel reservations as soon as possible. In view of its limited staff, the Permanent Bureau cannot undertake to make hotel reservations for the participants. For information, the following hotels apply a reduced rate for the participants of this meeting:

	Hotel
	Telephone
	Fax
	Web site

	Bel Air Hotel ****
	+31 (70) 352 53 54
	+31 (70) 352 53 53
	http://www.goldentulipbelairhotel.nl

	Carlton Ambassador Hotel ****
	+31 (70) 363 03 63
	+31 (70) 360 05 35
	http://www.carlton.nl/ambassador

	Carlton Beach Hotel ****
	+31 (70) 325 1228
	+31 (70) 352 0020
	http://www.carlton.nl

	Crowne Plaza Den Haag – Promenade ****
	+31 (70) 351 1708
	+31 (70) 354 1046
	http://www.crowneplazadenhaag.nl

	Dorint Hotel ****
	+31 (70) 416 91 11
	+31 (70) 416 91 00
	http://www.accorhotels.com

	Hotel Petit ***
	+31 (70) 346 55 00
	+31 (70) 346 32 57
	http://www.hotelpetit.nl

	Ibis Hotel Den Haag Centre ***
	+31 (70) 318 4318
	+31 (70) 318 4319
	http://www.ibishotel.com

	Mercure Hotel Den Haag ****
	+31 (70) 363 6700
	+31 (70) 363 9398
	http://www.accorhotels.com

	Novotel Den Haag Centrum ****
	+31 (70) 364 8846
	+31 (70) 356 2889
	http://www.accorhotels.com

	Parkhotel ****
	+31 (70) 362 43 71
	+31 (70) 361 45 25
	http://www.parkhoteldenhaag.nl

	Sofitel Den Haag *****
	+31 (70) 381 4901
	+31 (70) 382 5927
	http://www.accorhotels.com
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