Additional Measures on Copyright Term

Copyright Term of Protection
Unlike the term for patents or many other types of intellectual property, modern copyright terms do not bear any relationship to economic incentives to create works.  Arguments for extending terms may pay some lip service to economic benefits of protection, but they are more typically motivated by rent seeking lobbying by owners of long deceased authors or holders of corporate owned works for hire, and marketed on the basis of the need to “honor” the creative community. In recent years there has been renewed interest in controlling the enormous extensions of copyright terms, and protecting the public domain.

These proposals are somewhat overlapping, and supplement the earlier proposal on formalities for TRIPS plus copyright terms.

1.  NO RETROACTIVE EXTENSION OF COPYRIGHT TERM FOR WORKS FOR HIRE OR

WORKS WHEN AUTHOR HAS ALIENATED ECONOMIC RIGHTS

Members agree that any future extensions of copyright terms will not be retroactive for works when the term of protection is based upon anything  other than the life of a natural person, or in any case for any work for which the author has alienated all economic rights.

2.  NO TRIPS PLUS TERM FOR WORKS FOR HIRE

Members agree to that copyright terms for works for hire will not exceed 50 years for most works, and 25 years for works for hire involving photographic works and works of applied art in so far as they are

protected as artistic work.

