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. JOE WILSON A
A tANT MAIORITY Whew ’ , o : AL
HOLSE POLCY May 24, 2005 {*ranvs oF}
TOEE OF SLAE
1he lonorable Kob Pmtmnn
U.S. Tiade R
600 17th Stzeet, NW. Room 209
Washinglon, 1) C_20508
Decar Ambassadot Portman,
T am writing to expeess my concern over the Govermment of Riazil hying to use the
Woild Trade Organization's agrecment on Trade-Related Aspeets of Intellectual Propeity Rights
(IRIPS) to issuc com;nﬂsow licenses against American pharmaceutical companics producing
anti-HTV and ATDS drugs in the region.
In March 2005, ﬁaeﬁmnmmofnmlmemdmbxmkme patents on fowr anti-
AIDS drugs. By declring 2 *national emergency,” Brazil i trying to purchase lhc dm,gs at
doeplydxmmlcdmmmwodmwwmmnfm Ihmwou!dbcm ;
&mm, since the claim of a “national emergency™ in this case is quesnmmbls tfsmg this
provision would notmally cnvision a devcloping country battling an outbreak of infectious
disease. Under the current circurastances, Brazil has the teath laigest coonomy in the world, and
its HIV infection ratc Is on par with that oimcUﬁledSmUmmmmMs
use of the TRIPS agreement will undermine An cal companies and establish a
precedent that will ham owr efforts to battla intellectusl pmpetty theft direcled toward ow
nalwn Wknle the 1R!Pbagzemwowdesfm mcummmeswhuecompu!smyhmscm
be protected. Ihszeucumsmneesdo mlapmapmom&ie {0 invoke the l'RlPSagtecmcm
I belicve bilateral relations will be compromised if Brazil procceds with these actions.
Therefore, I respectiully request that you convey my deepesl cuncerns (o Brazliun Presiden
Fuiz Indcio Lula du Silva and wge him not 1o use the LRIPS agreement against American
companies in Brasil. Please do not hesilate 1o contact me if | can be ol further assistance to you
in this matter
Very tuly yours,
1O1L WILSON
Member of Congicss
B wws Assom soc: B O B 2381 {202) 220-2482 PO, BoX 1508
Foc BN 0079 Tac (M3 538 2638

Tos Face ¥ 908 201 1842

e A W ®

P A —

F o n o £ i

x e o

pa—

e T T W " ——

L L



